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Education is an important tool 

for national development. Education 

enhances the application of man’s  

 

 

 

achievement towards improvement of 

his environment. Okeke in Orikpe  

(2013) used education to refer to the 

process by which individuals are 
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Abstract 

Nigeria is a developing nation, which is facing different challenges ranging 

from political tensions to religious and tribal violent conflicts. These events 

constitute factors that have been negatively influencing the peace and national 

security of the country. Peace reflects a state of harmony in societal activities 

while security on the other hand shows protectiveness and cover all activities 

within the country. No nation can prosper without conceived peace and 

security. The need of the hour is to develop the young generation with peace 

consciousness and the importance of conflict resolution.Teacher’s role is very 

important to teach the young generation/ students what peace education is and 

how to maintain peace in the society. It was for these reasons that the Federal 

Government of Nigeria through the National Policy on Education (2013) 

stated that one of the objectives of teacher education is to enhance teacher’s 

commitment to the teaching profession on how peace can bring about national 

development. Thus, it is crucial to include multicultural and peace education 

in the teacher education programme so as to empower the teachers with 

knowledge, skills and attitudes relevant to a broader and more holistic vision 

of peace and security. In this study, the conceptualization of the terms ‘peace’, 

‘national security’, ‘education’, ‘teacher education’ and their possible links to 

peace and national security were explained. There was also a detailed 

discussion on some identified security challenges like food scarcity, ethnicity, 

religious intolerance, Kidnapping, amongst others. It recommended that if our 

education system is to assume its rightful position in sustaining peace and 

security, there must be innovations in teacher capacity building.  
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assisted formally through proper 

direction and guidance to develop their 

capacities, for their own benefits and 

that of the state. If a nation bequeaths 

the right type of education, there will be 

a positive change in the behavioural 

patterns of the citizens. Orobosa in 

Orikpe (2013) opined that education is 

to a nation what the mind is to the body. 

A diseased mind is handicapped in the 

coordination and direction of the bodily 

activities, so also a faulty education 

system cannot create a well-informed 

citizenry with the appropriate attitudes, 

skills, abilities and competencies to 

appreciate and understand one another 

and contribute to the nation’s economic 

growth.It empowers people and 

strengthens nations. 

It is in view of this that the 

National Policy on Education (2013) 

views education as an instrument “par 

excellence” for national development. It 

also emphasized education from the 

point of the overall philosophy of 

Nigeria, which are to: (a) Live in unity 

and harmony as one indivisible 

indissoluble democratic and sovereign 

nation founded on the principles of 

freedom, equality and justice. (b) 

Promote inter-African solidarity and 

world peace through understating. It also 

stated the national goals as the 

foundation of the National Policy on 

Education, such as: (a) A free and 

democratic society. (b) A just and 

egalitarian society. (c) A great and 

dynamic economy. (d) A land full of 

bright opportunities for all citizens.To 

attain the above goals, instructions at all 

levels of education should aim at 

inculcating the following values: (a) 

Respect for the worth and dignity of the 

individual; (b) Faith in man’s ability to 

make rational decisions (c) Moral and 

spiritual principle in inter-personal and 

human relations; (d) Shared 

responsibility for the common good of 

society; (e) Promotion of the physical, 

emotional and psychological 

development of all children and (f) 

Acquisition of competencies necessary 

for self-reliance. 

In view of the foregoing, the 

question that readily comes to mind is to 

what extents have our current 

educational practice enhanced the 

achievement of peace and security in the 

country? There is need to develop the 

young generation with peace 

consciousness and the importance of 

conflict resolution.Teacher’s role is very 

important to teach the young generation/ 

students what peace is and how to 

maintain peace in the society.Teachers 

are trained, so that they can train others 

to be good citizens, political awareness, 

social and economic 

development.According to Meer (2018), 

what makes a great teacher are expert 

communication skills, superior listening 

skills, deep knowledge and passion for 

their subject matter, the ability to build 

caring relationships with students, 

friendliness and approachability, 

excellent preparation and organization 

skills, community-building skills and 

high expectation for all. Teachers are 

indispensable, and as far as the business 

of education is concerned, the whole 
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question of quality in education depends 

squarely on the teachers. It was for these 

reasons that the Federal Government of 

Nigeria through the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (2013) emphasized on the 

importance of teacher education in 

Nigeria by stating that “since no 

education system may rise above the 

quality of its teachers, teacher education 

shall continue to be given major 

emphasis in all educational planning and 

development” (FRN 2013: 39). 

 

Objectives of Teacher Education 

According to the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (2013), the objectives of teacher 

education are to: 

 Provide highly motivated, 

conscientious and efficient classroom 

teachers for all levels of our educational 

system. 

 Encourage further the spirit of 

enquiry and creativity in teachers. 

 Help teachers fit into social life 

of the community and the society at 

large and enhance their commitment to 

National goals. 

 Provide teachers with the 

intellectual and professional background 

for their assignment and make them 

adaptable to changing situations. 

 Enhance teacher’s commitment 

to the teaching profession on how peace 

can bring about national development. 

 

Concept of Peace 

Peace has generally been 

construed to refer to the absence of war, 

fear, conflict, anxiety, suffering and 

violence. Eze (2015) defined peace as 

the absence of hostility, existence of 

healthy interpersonal or international 

relationships, prosperity in matters of 

social or economic welfare, 

establishment of equality and a working 

political order, that serves the true 

interest of all.Ibeanu (2016) explained 

peace is a process of involving activities 

that are directly or indirectly linked to 

increasing development and reducing 

conflict, both within specific societies, 

and in the wider international 

community. Ugwu (2017) exerted that 

peace could be philosophical like when 

viewed as a natural, original, God-given 

state of human existence, or sociological 

like when used to refer to a condition of 

social harmony in which there are no 

antagonisms. Politically, it could be used 

to refer to the institutionalization of 

political order or structures in a way that 

makes justice possible. This revealed 

that war may not be going on in a 

country but the experience of pervasive 

poverty, oppression of the poor, police 

brutality, intimidation of ordinary 

people, oppression of women, or 

monopolization of resources and power, 

indicates that there is no peace.Galtung, 

in Ibeanu (2016), a Norwegian peace 

theorist distinguished three types of 

violence that can help elucidate the 

concept of peace. These are: (i) Direct 

Violence: This can be seen in physical, 

emotional, and psychological violence; 

(ii) Structural Violence: This comes in 

the form of deliberate policies and 

structure that can cause human 

suffering, death, and harm  (iii) Cultural 
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Violence: This includes cultural norms 

and practices that creates discrimination, 

injustice and human suffering.  

 

Concept of National Security 

The concept of security is of 

great concern to all human societies as it 

concerns survival of man and resources. 

Indeed one of the reasons why men live 

in groups is the need for security. 

Iheonunekwu, Ugbuta and Nwoko 

(2015) exerted that security demands 

safety from chronic threats and 

protection from harmful disruption, and 

involves stability and continuity of 

livelihood (stable and steady income), 

predictability of daily life (Knowing 

what to expect), protection from crime 

(feeling safe) and freedom from 

psychological harm (safety or protection 

from emotional stress) which results 

from the assurance or knowing that one 

is accepted, loved in one’s community 

and people around him. They further 

opined that security does not mean the 

absence of threats or security, but the 

ability to rise to the challenges posed by 

them with expectancy and expertise. 

According to Ogoh (2008) cited 

in Ugwu (2017), “security does not 

merely mean safe-guarding of territory 

boundaries but also entails that a country 

should be industrialized and also 

maintain a high level of cohesiveness, 

egalitarian and technological 

advancement”. This reveals that security 

connotes freedom from, or elimination 

of threat not only to physical existence 

of the state but also to the ability for 

self-protection and development and the 

enhancement of the general well-being 

of all the people. Security is the bedrock 

for healthy existence, progress and 

growth in a nation. People bring out 

their best efforts to render services to 

their communities and society if there 

are no threats to life and property. On 

the contrary, the term insecurity is a 

condition in which people have no 

confidence in the institutions and 

leadership that should protect their lives, 

property and provide for their well-

being. Consequently, they live in 

trauma, fear, anger, despair, suspicion 

and mistrust. Skaggs(2014) that national 

security is the ability of a nation to 

protect itself and its interest. Skaggs 

went on to state that national security 

depends directly on the strength of 

nation’s economy; and economic 

strength in the era of global competition 

depends on a nation’s educational 

attainment.  

 

The Role of Teacher Education in 

fostering Peace and National Security 

in Nigeria 

It is crucial to include multicultural and 

peace education in the teacher education 

programme so as to empower the 

teachers with knowledge, skills and 

attitudes relevant to a broader and more 

holistic vision of peace and security. 

 

Multicultural Education: Multicultural 

Education needs to be introduced in the 

teacher training process. Parmer (2014), 

in establishing the role of teacher in 

educating for peace advocated for the 

understanding of multicultural, multi-
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ethnic and multi-religious problems in 

societies. Teachers have the mandate of 

encouraging the cultivating of human 

qualities of compassion, empathy and 

love as these will reduce racial, religious 

and other forms of prejudices. Education 

programmes must provide students from 

diverse background with learning spread 

across multicultural, multi-ethnic and 

multi-religion (Enu, 2016). Wilson 

(2012) further explained multicultural 

education as an approach of teaching 

and learning that is based on consensus 

building, respect, and fostering 

pluralism. It acknowledges and 

incorporates positive racial 

idiosyncrasies into classroom learning. 

Some scholars based on empirical 

researches asserted that multicultural 

education is usually counterproductive 

as it may accentuate feelings of being 

atypical and mutual resentment.  

On the other hand however, 

very numerous merits have been found 

to be associated and ascribable to 

multicultural education. Wilson (2012) 

asserted that it reduces fear, ignorance, 

and personal detachment; it eliminates 

stereotyping, prejudice, racism, and 

bigotry; it provides alternative points of 

view to information already taught in 

most educational systems; it gives ethnic 

minorities a sense of belonging and a 

sense of being inclusive in history, 

science and so on. Wilson (2012) 

suggested that, “there should be creation 

of an enabling environment that supports 

positive inter racial and inter group 

contacts, developing a multicultural 

curriculum, positive teacher 

expectations, administrative support and 

teacher training workshops, so as to 

obtain the desired results in multicultural 

education”. 

 

Peace Education: Peace education 

concepts have some inherent values and 

skills which are expected to be acquired 

by the learners. According to Adefisan 

(2014), peace education includes the 

cultivation of peace-building skills (e.g. 

dialogue, mediation, artistic endeavors). 

Peace education is a dialogical 

experience conducted through 

participatory learning, where learners 

communally and cooperatively grapple 

with contemporary issues (i.e. talking 

points) related to local and global 

contexts. Peace education, however, is 

more than just teaching conflict 

resolution. It involves a package of 

knowledge, skills and attitudes relevant 

to a broader and more holistic vision of 

peace and security. The peace education 

curriculum will be designed to empower 

students with knowledge, attitudes, 

values and behaviours to live in line 

with themselves, others and their 

environment. Moreover, the programme 

will enhance the development of the 

necessary skills to resolve situations of 

injustice, conflict and will disseminate 

the culture of peace. The teachers who 

have been trained in Peace Education 

will provide their students with 

knowledge of important dilemmas 

regarding peace and conflicts that 

constitute challenges for the human race 

and the skills required to solve these 

forms of violence will be presented in 
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the classroom. Moreover, teachers will 

structure their classes in order to prepare 

students to become peacemakers. 

Regarding the content of the classes, the 

teachers will present the different 

notions attached to peace education, 

such as non-violence and respect. The 

world history of war and its 

consequences will also be presented so 

that the students could learn from 

previous mistakes. Through the peace 

education programme, students learn 

about conflict resolution. It is hoped that 

the teachers’ knowledge of sociology 

and psychology of violence acquired 

during their peace education training 

will allow them to broaden their 

approach of the curriculum and enable 

them to lead discussions during the 

classes. 

 

Methods in which teachers can 

transmit the knowledge of Peace 

Education to students are:  
a) Game Method:Teachers can use 

different games such as sports and video 

games to explain different notions 

related to peace. For example, video 

games featuring conflicts can be used to 

illustrate the consequences of war, 

crime, and how they really look like. 

The video games that are non-violent 

can also be used to teach students on 

how to keep rules and regulation, learn 

the importance of respecting the justice 

system.The use of games in peace 

education curriculum will ease and 

speed up the learning process as the 

students will get involved in situations 

where they can apply peace approaches 

taught in class.  

b) Debate Method:Debate can be 

organized for students after the concepts 

of human rights and social justice have 

been taught to them. For example, they 

(students) can be asked to argue on the 

peaceful methods or use of violence in a 

situation of conflict.The debate will 

improve the active listening skills of the 

students, as they will have to hear 

others’ arguments and respond to them 

in a short period. Students will also learn 

to reach agreement in a peaceful 

manner, without creating situations of 

conflict.  

c) Storytelling Method:Teachers will 

relate stories, whether fictional or real, 

of conflict, violence and war to illustrate 

the impact that violence has on the 

society. Stories of peaceful events, and 

positive poems and poetry will also be 

used to show good examples to the 

students and thus help them to become 

good citizens. Through storytelling, 

students will examine the consequences 

that conflict situations have on 

individuals and will reflect on that.  

d) Behaviour Method: Teacherswill 

explain to the students how their own 

behaviours can negatively or positively 

influence the society and will encourage 

them to adopt a positive attitude to 

contribute to the creation of a positive-

oriented society. Here, the purpose is to 

encourage students to live in harmony 

with one another, irrespective of their 

tribe or origins. Living in harmony will 

not only bring social development, but 

also economic development, social 
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justice and sustainable environment, 

therefore reducing the level of violence 

in society 

 

Attitudes to be taught to students 

during Peace Education are as 

follows: 

It is crucial that students will be taught 

how to express positive attitudes in 

order to have a positive impact on the 

society. During the peace education 

classes, the following attitudes will be 

presented to students:  

a) Self Respect:Teachers will explain 

the importance of self-respect and how it 

can exert a positive influence on our 

lives to achieve the desired peace of 

mind (Langer, 2011). Teachers can 

increase the self-respect of students by 

respecting the students’ opinions and 

appreciate them for who they are. 

b) Ecological Awareness:During the 

peace education classes, students will be 

sensitized to the importance of 

respecting the environment for the well-

being of the planet and its inhabitants. 

Through this, they will develop a 

mindset that will enable them to be 

conscious of the consequences their 

actions can have, not only on their own 

environment, but also on the entire 

world.  

c) Tolerance:Teachers willshow 

different ways through which students 

can show tolerance towards others, 

whether at school or at home, and 

respect the human dignity and individual 

differences. This is because tolerant is 

one of the best ways to avoid conflict. 

d) Intercultural Understanding:Since 

Nigeria is a country made of different 

ethnic groups and thus has an important 

multiplicity of cultures, teachers should 

expose the students to learn how to 

respect the cultural values and beliefs 

systems of others. As the students will 

learn about other cultures and languages, 

they will be able to understand them 

better. Thus, they will be allowed to live 

in harmony with people from different 

origins and holding different values 

without resorting to violence or war.  

e) Gender Sensitivity:Since human 

rights are part of the peace education 

programme, students should be exposed 

to the concepts of gender, gender 

equality and women’s rights. As the 

teachers will present the specific 

situations faced by women, students will 

learn how to address these controversial 

issues. 

 

Peace and Security Challenges in 

Nigeria  
In Nigeria, the national security is in 

jeopardy and its peace process is 

threatened. Insecurity comes in different 

ways and magnitudes, below are some 

of the insecurity activities in Nigeria:  

Food scarcity: Young people are 

moving from the rural areas to the cities 

(urban areas) in search of white collar 

jobs which does not often exist, leaving 

the farming for the aged farmers and this 

has led to less production of farm 

products with the consequent effect of 

higher prices. An adage says that a 

hungry man is an angry man.  
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Ethnicity: Ugadu (2015) posited that 

ethnicity is the first security risk in 

Nigeria. Ikime (2006) cited in Ugwu 

(2017) in support of this opined that it 

was the emergence of the colonial states 

which transformed the hitherto to 

autonomous political entities into 

component parts of a whole and that in 

the struggle to gain advantages within 

the colonial States, ethnic identification 

became more explicit.  

Religious intolerance: There isreligious 

uprising and intolerance representing 

insecurity in Nigeria. This is a situation 

whereby Muslim fanatics attacked 

Christians. 

Inter-communal conflicts:There 

existevidences of inter-communal 

conflicts that have threatened national 

security and economic development 

which includeOgbunka/Owerri-Ezukala 

and Aguleri / Umuleri crises in Anambra 

State, Oruku/Umuode and Ikem/Neke 

uprising in Enugu State, Ezza/ Ezilo 

crises in Ebonyi State, to mention but a 

few. 

Unemployment: There is high rate of 

unemployment in Nigeria in which 

secondary and universities graduates 

stay for many years without getting a 

job. 

Kidnapping: Kidnapping is a major 

security challenge as many have lost 

their lives in this process, while many 

expatriates have left the shores of the 

country, for fear of being caught or 

losing their lives.  

Electoral violence: Electoral violence 

can be in the form of using thuggery, 

disruption of political meetings or voting 

or the use of dangerous weapons to 

intimidate voters or to cause bodily 

harm to any person, connected with the 

electoral process before, during and after 

the elections. 

Boko Haram: Millions of people have 

been displaced from their homes due to 

attacks by the Boko Haram Sect while 

many who were not fortunate enough 

lost their lives.  

Fulani Herdsmen: This is another ugly 

trend that has reared its head and is 

rampaging virtually the whole states in 

Nigeria. The attacks on Nimbo in Enugu 

State and ZakiBiam in Benue State are 

still fresh in our minds.  

Examination malpractice: This trend is 

an ill wind that has engulfed the entire 

educational system from primary to 

tertiary level.  

 

Conclusion 
Peace education is the general 

orientation that we introduce in the 

accessible subjects, textbooks and 

teacher discourses. For instance, the 

Sociology textbooks could underscore 

the fact that peaceful coexistence is an 

objective requirement for peaceful 

development, and vice versa. In the 

Physics textbooks, emphasis could be 

laid on the need to fight for a ban on 

nuclear weapons and other weapons of 

mass destruction, and international 

agreements in this field. Biology books 

could explain, among other things, the 

deadly effects of exposure to 

radioactivity on human beings.  
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Suggestions 
The following suggestions are made: 

1. There should be innovations in 

teacher capacity building. Mechanism 

for inculcating leadership qualities, roles 

and skills in younger ones should be 

incorporated in teacher education. 

2. Government should direct more 

of the fund spend on maintaining 

security through military tactics and 

strategies to provide those things that 

cause insecurity, for instance: 

unemployment, hunger, deprivation and 

illiteracy. 

3. Workshops, seminars and 

conferences should be organized for all 

teachers on peace education. 
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